THE TRAGEDY OF THE FRENCH FLEET
A speech delivered in the house of commons
july 4, 1940
June 26.    M. Corhin, French Ambassador in London, resigns.
June 27. Russia in an ultimatum to Rumania demands the return
of Bessarabia and Bukovina.
June 29. Rumania accepts Russia's terms and Russian forces begin
to occupy the ceded territory.
June 29.    Marshal Balbo crashes in Libya and is killed.
-June I. Rumania, subjected to Axis pressure, renounces the Anglo-
French guarantee oj her integrity. Russia completes her
occupation of the ceded portions of Rumania two and a
half days ahead of schedule.
July 3. Great Britain assumes control over those portions of the
French Fleet lying in British waters, and, after an
ultimatum is rejected by their commander, disables the
French ships of war at Oran.
[July 4, 1940.
I
T is with sincere sorrow that I must now announce to the House
the measures which we have felt bound to take in order to prevent
the French Fleet from falling into German hands. When two
nations are fighting together under long and solemn alliance against
a common foe, one of them may be stricken down and overwhelmed,
and may be forced to ask its Ally to release it from its obligations.
But the least that could be expected was that the French Govern-
ment, in abandoning the conflict and leaving its whole weight to
fall upon Great Britain and the British Empire, would have been
careful not to inflict needless injury upon their faithful comrade, in
whose final victory the sole chance of French freedom lay, and lies.
As the House will remember, we offered to give full release to
the French from their Treaty obligations, although these were
designed for precisely the case which arose, on one condition, namely,
that the French Fleet should be sailed for British harbours before
the separate armistice negotiations with the enemy were completed.
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